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GENERAL S'IJ'.II!MARY

Though temperature averaged below normal foreight months
of the year, the annual departure of —0.9° is not unusually
large. Monthly extremes and averages were mostly well
within the record, although May, with an average deficiency
of 5.1° was within 0.8°.of équaling the former low record for
the month. The spring and summer months, with the excep-
tion of March. averaged below. normal, and as a vesult the
geason became backward early in the year and remained so
into'late fall and early winter. Frosts ocenrred later in the
spring than usual, bat Killing frosts in autumn were not gen-
eral until the staple crops were harvested.

Precipitation wasslightly below normal in the Great Valley,
li'u't there.was a moderate excess in other districts. August
was an especially wet month and crops were considerably dam-
aged in some sections by excessive moisture. June was also
a wet month, but owing to the stage of plant growth and the
fact that the previous month had been considerably deficient,
in rainfall, erops were generally favorably affected. The dry
weather of October and early November retarded fall seed-
ing, Iiul; gave excellent opportunity, for the harvesting of fall
(mps, most, of w hI("]l tnnled out miashctmlly in vield 'md
th L.

: ' THE WEATEER BY MONTHS.
JJ.hUAItY —Temperature and precipitation were below nor-
Ii‘l.!f “Mneh of the precipitation was in the form of sleet and
mo storms. Snowfall was nnusuvally light for Janoary. There
W.l.ei a great deal of cloudy weather and a corresponding defi-
caene:,r in sunshine, - No thunderstorms were reported.
FEBRU&R\' - Ahnost” anbroken m]rl weather iprevail(-}ﬂ.

R.uns from Lhe 3d to Gih were heaviest in. eastern counties’

and, together with frequent light or moderate rains there-
after, caused a decided excess of precipitation in Tidewater
and Middle Virginia.
and sunshine was far below the average. Sleet was rather
general on the 4th and 5th.  Farm work was greatly retarded
and winter grain erops more or less injured by alternate freez-
ing and thawing of the soil and the frequency of rainfall.
MarcH.—The month, as a whole. was mild, and ample rains
were well distributed throughout the month. Snowfall was
licht. Auroras were observed in all seetions on the 22d, and
less generally on the 23d, 24th, and 25th. During the early
part of the month the weather was too cold for erop growth
and too wet for work in the soil. Owing to the lack of ade-
quate snow-cover, the eold was positively harmful to winter
grain crops. Conditions began to improve before the middle
of the month and the last week was favorable for work and

vegetation. At the end of the month, however, the season
was still bacloward.
Arri.—No very greab r?epmtmw from average April

weather conditions oceurred.  Rainfall was somewhat heavier
than average and the number of rainy days was large. The

There was much clondy. humid weather, | -

month was almost without snow, except at a few Great Valley
stations. Killing frosts, which were more or less ‘general on
the 6th, 11th, 14th, and 15th, caused little dama,ge becanse
1 of the backward condition of vegetation. :

May.—Rains occurred with almost the usunal frequency,
bl.ii; they were mostly light, and crops suffered for moisture.
Cool weather was almost nninterrupted. On the 6th frosts oc-
curred in southeastern counties, and locally they were of kill-
ing intensity, resulting in more or less damage to tender fruits
and vegetables, On the 15th killing frosts were fairly gen-
eral-in Middle Virgimia and the Great Valley. In general,
these frosts were from two to four weeks later than the-aver-
age dates of last killing frosts in spring. Thunderstorms
were much less frequent than is usual in May. ;

June.—Moderately cool, wet weather prevailed. Afterthe
cool, dry weather of May, which had retarded the growth:of
the principal summer erops, the beginning of a period of fre-
quent rains about the 3d of June caused a general improve-
ment which was accentuated by a change to warmer weather
about the 10th. During the- remainder of the month the
weather was decidedly favorable for erop growth and fairly
suitable for the prosecution of farm work.

Jury.~—Until the 24th temperatures were daily slightly be-
low normal most of the time. Then followed a change to com-
paratively cool weather, which lasted until near the end of
the month. -Rainfall was near normal. Cloudiness was below
the average for JJuly, permitting an abundance of sunshine.
The weather of the entive month was, in. general, favorable

| for farm work; also for growing erops, which advanced mp:d]v

{and, on the whole, improved steadily in condition.
AvausT.—Temperature averaged below’ normal, but no un-
usual extremes were registered. There was much clondy
weather and frequent rains occurred in all districts through-
ot the month. With plentiful moisture crops made good
progress early in the month, but during the latter half eon-
tinued heayy rains caused considerable damage to tobaceo,
and to whEat and oats in t.he sh (:-ck and greatly retar ded aﬂl
farm work. 5o
"J]:PTEHBE]L—TELH]n‘ﬂatmes were venemle below nor ma.I
from the 15th to 23d; a shorter cool perlod occurred from the
2d to the 5th. The minimum readings for the month were
comparatively high for this period of the year. Local rains
fell in Tidewater and Middle Virginia from the 5th to 10th,
and in the Great Valley from the 5th to 15th. Frequent
showers oecarred in all distriets from the 23d to 30th, but
the amounts were usually light to moderate, except on the
30th, when generally heavy rains fell. Exeept during the
early portion of the month, when it was too cool and wet
locally, the weather was favorable for the maturing and har-
vesting of fall erops and for other farm work.
OcroBER.—Light precipitation and an unusually large
number of clear days were noteworthy features of the month.
On. the 2d and 3d killing frosts occurred at some stations in
the mountaing, and light to heavy frosts formed at a number
of stations in other districis. On the 29th and 30th killing
frosts were rather gencral in the Great Valley and in favor-
able loealities in Middle Virginia, while in Tidewater Virginia
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the deposit was mostly heavy, though killing was recorded at
seattered stations. The dry weather and abundant sunshine
caused late corn and truek to matore rapidly. Seeding and
germination of winter grains were retarded to some extent
by dry soil. _

NoveMpror.—Temperature averaged below normal.  The
first generally killing frost of the season occurred in Middle
and Tidewater Virginia on the 13th. A severe sleet-storm
on the 15th and 16th caused heavy dammage in several north- !
western counties. While the first half of the month was un-
favorable for sowing and germination of wheat and winter
oats, the latter half was favorable. Corn husking progressed
rapidly early in the month, but was later somewhat retarded
by heavy rains.

DeceMBER.—Temperature was unusually mild and equable |
throughout the month. Precipitation was ample in all see- |

tions, but snowfall was unusually light for the season. Early
in the month, with moderate temperature and sufficient mois-
ture, wheat and oats made rapid progress; later, however,
these erops were somewhat unfavorably affected by freezing
and thawing weather.—W. F. F.

KILLING FROSTS, 1920.

1
Lastin | Firstin | Last in | Firstin
Statious. _spring. |aatumn. | SO Spring. | autumn. |
TINDEWATER VIRGINIA, || MIDDLE VIRGINIA=-Con.
Ashland...............| May 16 | Nov. 12 || Lineoln....... AP
Cape Henry ........... Mar. 9| Dee, 16 || Lynchburg ..
Dablgren.............. ciiearse.) Nov, 13 || Mayhurst. ...
Diamoud Springs...... Apr. 11 | Nov. 14 || Mineral........ R
Franklin..... veereavess) Apr, 11| Oct, 30 || Mount Weather ......
Hopewell.............. Apr. 14 | Nov. 13 || New Canton ..........
Lungley Field.........| Mar. 9 | Nov, 13 || Randolph ............
Newport News..,......| Apr. 14 | Nov. 13 || Rocky Mount.........
Norfolk .ooovivinnnaanns Mar, 9 | Nov. 14 || Washington, I, C.....
Onley.......... .......| Mayl & | Nov. 12 |
Richbmond .............| Mar. 22 | Nov, 13 | THE GREAT VALLEY.
Runnymede........... May 6 | Ove. 30
Warsaw................] May 5§ ] Oct. 30 | Blacksburg...........
West Polnt .......cooocivasiniie- Nov. 18 || Buchanan,....... s
willlamsburg...... v Apr. 16 | Oet. 30 || Burkes Garden.......
{i Catawaba Sanatoriu
MIDDLE VIRGINTA. || Dale Enterprise ......
: | DADEB. . .oivinnsninan
YOOI v avonmmmp s Apr. 11 |{ Xov. 4 | HotSprings...........
Callaville..... crsse-+] ADF. 16| Nov. 4 | Lexingtonn............
Chartottesvill veens| APL. 14§ Nov, 13 || Pulaski...........
Clarkaville ............ Apr. & Oct. 30 || Roanoke..........
Columbia.............. Apr. 16 | Oct. 30 || Staunton.............
Culpeper ..............| Apr, 15 | Oct. 30 | Winchester........... Nov. 13
Danville...............| Apr. 14| Oct. 30 || Wise,...... R Oce. 2
Fredericksburg........ Apr. 16 | Oct. 30 || WoodstocK. .o.vivsuinifrannnannn. Nov. 4
Lawrenceville......... May 16 | Qct. 30 || Wytheville ...........} Apr. 16 | Oct, 3
Leeds Manor ........ .| Apr. 15 | Nov, 13 |
i
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