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?ﬁ-éﬁcrnment Expert Visits City
on the “Sly” and Writes Let-
‘' ter Favoring Ldst lind,

HIS  DECISION IS FINAL

e

,(__';_"qitnci] Must Take Matter from
~Committee’s Hands and Vote
... Promptly, or Lose Station,

. Conferences held Saturday nnd yes-
“terday hetween Congressman Joln
Camb and Presldent Peters, of  the
~Common Counell, in regard to the loci-
“‘llon of the United States Weather Bu-
“reau Qhservatory led to n reopening
uf the whole subject and to a stale-
meht from Mr. Willls I.. Moore, chief
of the United States Weather Durean
at ' Washington, that a locntlon on
Chimborazo Park, Instead of on Gamble's
1111, will be acceptable to the gov-
wsrpment. The matter wil come up for
. disposition before the Commeon Coun-
¢l to-nlight.
. 7Tha Counc!l Commitiee on Grounids
pmd Buildings, nfter hearlng represent-
‘atives of varlous Dbuslness organla-
‘tlons, fearful of losing the statlon to
" ‘ftichmond, who urged the South Third
'Qtrest location and a number of prop-
agi'ty owners :kll:mut the park front in
‘opposition, Anally recommended to the
‘Counell for adoption the grant to the
. governmant of a plot of ground to the
‘ayest of Third' Street, In Gamble's il
Parlk.
- Other Oltizens Profested,
 Since this action the protest of neigh-
‘soring property owners has Increansed,
citizens of other sections of the elty
indlcating thelr opposition to giving
up any part of thiz small park for the
purposes of the Weather Bureau.

A pumbar of other citles having of-
fared sites mnd used svery possible in-
fluence to have the wenther stalion
Incateg elsewherc than Tticlimond, the
enmmittea felt that it could but accedoe
tn the request of the nflicials for the
use ot the Gamble's Hill slte, although
opposltion to the ecommittes recom-
mendation was anticlpated on the floor
af the Council, and the fate of the
project hung meore or lesd in Aoubt.

Seeling the necessily of fmmeadiate
action. President Peters took the mat-
ter up with Congresszinan John Lamb,
who conferred with the chlef of tha
rovernment weather service, Mr. Willis
1. Moore, who took oceasion to run
down to Richmoml during the holldays
{6 1nok over the ground for himself,

s Chief Moore's Letter.

Yesterday Captain John Lamb re-
raived by spercial dellvery fromn Mr.
Moore the following letter:

“Uniled Sates Department of
Agriculiure, Weather Bureau,

osWashington, T, ., Jan. 2, 1900,

*1lon. John Lamb, Member of Congress,
Richmonad, Va.:

“AMy Dear Cavtain,—After going over
i ground with vou at Richmond and
Inoking at the wvarious Iocatlons rugz-
ragted for the Weualher Bureaur build-
ing. I have coanchinded that & very satis-
factory exposure for meteorologlieal in-
struments can be =fecured at Chimba-
razn Parle, nn® T would select the lttle
knoell abnut 200 feet =oithenst nf the

HIMBORAZO MAY GET
 WEATHER BUREAU SITE

wrichmangs pagoda as tlie slte for the
building. Weo will trerqulre a spoce
about 150 feel squarve. The structure
thot the Wealher Burenu inlends to
nprect will he an ornapment to tha park,
amd will not obstruet the view of any
one, It {9 vequested that vou put the
matter hefore Lthe Ciy Councll and
pncure ecarly nction, so thal we may
begin the erectlon of the bhullding at
nn early datle,

"Wa have been offered eligible sltes
in a nummher of cltles for the oractlon
af the Wealhier Burean abservalorles,
ang unless definite nction is taken by
the Richmond autharities, we will have
tn plaee the Dbitllding somewhero elso,
Ttaenuge of vour pergonc] wlahes T have
delayed netion In the matier, In the
hope that satisfactory wsrroangoements
mlght ba made for giving the bullding
to Ilchmond, "yYouras truly,

(Signed) “WILLIS L. MOORE.
“Chief of Weather Bureau'
Muxt Act ni Onee.
limmediately on recelpt of thig letter

yesteriday, Congressman Lamb lald the
matter hefore Presldent Pclers, of the
Common Councll, and, togeiher with
Alderman Satierflnld, of the Committee
an Grounds and Bulldings. from Mar-
ghall Ward, and Councllmen Centry
and Miils, made an lnspection of the
proposed site In Chimborazo Park,
finding {denl for the purposes in-
tended, the sprece there belng ample
and the proposed bullding will na
daubt prove an atltractlon rather than
& detrlmient to the park.

The matter comes up to-night on
the recommendation of the comunttee,
fixing Gamble's HIlIl Park ns the loca-
tion. Tn vlew of the 'letter from the

it

-head ‘of the department, nnd the oppo-

pition of soma of the property-owners
on South Third Street, It i3 belleved
by members of 1lie Council seen Iast
nizght that there will he no oppositlion
to the substitution of Chimborazo {or
Gamble’s I, and the {mmedlate pos-
sage of the resolution,

As pointed. out by Air. Moore, it is
oseentinl that the gatter bo settled
at oncae, as other citles are trying to
secure ane of the seven proposed ohb-
servatorics, and if not contracted for
in a flxed time tho appropriation
lepuce. i

In giving out the ietter for publica-

tlon last night President Peters pald
he wished to glve every member an
opportunity to read it and make up
his mind, so that thera moy he 1o
further delny or attempt {o slde-track
the matter hy referring it back to
the committee,

Soction Dlractgor . a1l
of the loecal Wepkher Bureau, who has
bdan an active advocute of tho Gam-
Lle's 1iill =ite, sald last night that he
had no tntimation from the department
in regard to its attitude to the Chim-
horazo =ite, all of hls correspondence
so far huving relateg te the locatlon on
CGamble's 1Ti10, .

Captain Tom Cunnlngham, commos-
dore of ths elty navy, and commander-
ln-chlef of the clty tug, I8 an  en-
thusiastic advoeates of the Chimbtorazo
zlte, When seen last nlght he said:

“1L would be the  greatest uld to
shippineg to hiave the weather station

in plain view from the harbor. Ship
captains eould read the flags on a
bullding won Chimborazo Park at a

glance, laving the bureau convenient
to the wharves and in plain view ot
the shipping would he of the great-
est help fo the river trafric”

~ Januarry 04, 1909
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