
   
My name is Keith Heidorn. 
If you asked me to describe myself in the context of the Weather Doctor,  
I would tell you that I am both an artist and a scientist who is deeply involved with the 
weather and other atmospheric phenomena on many levels.  
I have had a love affair with the weather for about 45 years. 
You see, I think that weather is the most sensual aspect of life, stimulating all my 
senses at one time or another and often several at once. 
I was born in Chicago and grew up in northeastern Illinois where I first fell in love with 
the weather. 
The Great Lakes region has its variety of weather extremes generally with a rapid 
turnover of daily weather events.  
 "http://www.glenallenweather.com/historylinks/wxdoc/jan.htm" Ref. Wx.Doctor   
 
United States 
1 August 1954, Mount Rainier, Washington: Mount Rainier snow cover at the 5500-foot (1680-
m) level remains at 16 inches (41 cm) from previous winter's snowfall. 
 
2 August 1964, Muskegon, Michigan: Muskegon records its hottest day ever with a reading of 
99 °F (37 °C).  
 
2 August 2001, Chicago, Illinois: Flash flooding caused by 2-4 inches (50-100 mm) of rain 
falling in just several hours shuts down major thoroughfares at the height of morning rush 
hour, flooding dozens of underpasses. Manhole covers are seen floating off in some places. 
 
2 August 2008, Denver, Colorado: A 130-year-old high-temperature record falls in Denver, 
when the mercury hit 103F (39.4°C) 
 
3 August 1970, Coastal Texas: Hurricane Celia strikes the coast of Texas with reported wind 
gusts to 161 mph (258 km/h) at Corpus Christi and estimated wind gusts of 180 mph (289 
km/h) at Arkansas Pass. 
 
4 August 1882, Across the US: A vivid aurora is observed from Oregon to Maine, reaching 
down the East Coast as far as Mayport, Florida, and inland to Wellington, Kansas. Observers 
at Louisville, Kentucky note "merry dancers" across the sky, and observers at Saint Vincent, 
Minnesota call it probably the most brilliant ever seen at that location.  
 
4 August 1998, College Station, Texas: The last of a string of 30 consecutive days with 
temperatures greater than 100°F (37.8°C). 49 such days will be recorded in the blistering 
Summer of '98. 
 
4 August 2006, Washington DC: The temperature at Ronald Reagan National Airport reaches 
101°F (38.3°C), the hottest ever for that day in the nation's capitol.  
 
5 August 1961, Ice Harbor Dam, Washington: Washington State's hottest day on record as 
temperatures soars to 118°F (47.8°C). 
 
5 August 1961, McAllen, Texas: McAllen sets a new record high on Wednesday when the 
temperature soars to 105°F (40.6°C). McAllen has now set a new record high on all but one 
day so far this month.  
 
6 August 1918, Atlantic Coast States: Heat wave begins over the Atlantic Coast States, from 
the Carolinas to southern New England. The temperature soars to an all-time record high of 
106 °F (41.1 °C) at Washington DC, and Cumberland and Keedysville hit 109 °F (42.8 °C) to 
establish Maryland state record . 
 



6 August 2003, Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas: Temperatures soar to 109°F (42.8°C) at Dallas-Fort 
Worth International Airport, surpassing the old record set in 1952. 
 
7 August 1984, El Paso, Texas: El Paso receives 5.21 inches (132.3 mm) of rain in forty-five 
minutes, four inches more than the August normal. The storm which left downtown El Paso 
under five feet (150 cm) of water. 
 
7 August 1990, Nome, Alaska: Nome records its ninth thunderstorm of the year, more than the 
city had observed in the previous twenty years combined. 
 
8 August 1882, Lake Michigan: August snow storm covers ship decks with snow and slush 6 
inches (15 cm) deep. Snow showers are observed at various points on shore. 
 
8 August 1924, Hancock, Minnesota: A lightning bolt during a dry thunderstorm kills 47 cattle 
at a local farm. The livestock had crowded together under the branches of a large spreading 
willow tree when the bolt struck the tree. Bodily contact seems to have provided the means of 
conveying the charge among the animals. 
 
8 August 1983, Big Horn Basin, Wyoming: The temperature at Big Horn Basin WY soars to 
115°F (46.1°C) to establish a state record. 
 
8 August 2007, New York, New York: A tornado bounces across Staten Island and Brooklyn 
ripping off roofs and damaging dozens of buildings. The twister hop-scotches through 
Brooklyn's Bay Ridge and Sunset Park neighborhoods at around 6:30 am. Meteorologists 
classify it as an EF-2 tornado. 
 
9 August 1878, Wallingford, Connecticut: Second deadliest tornado in New England history 
ravages Wallingford killing 34 persons, injuring 100 and completely destroying 30 homes. 
 
10 August 1856, Isle Derniere, Louisiana: Storm surge drowns 140 vacationers as a 5-foot 
(1.5 metre) wave sweeps over Low Island off the coast of Louisiana during a hurricane. 
Incident is known as the "Isle Derniere (Last Island) Disaster."  
 
10 August 1882, Sandusky, Ohio: Sandusky residents experience a four-minute snow squall 
during the morning. 
 
10 August 1936, Ozark, Arkansas: Arkansas registers its hottest temperature ever: 120°F 
(48.9°C). 
 
10 August 1936, Plain Dealing, Louisiana: On the same day, the highest temperature ever 
recorded in Louisiana occurs: 114°F (45.6°C). 
 
11 August 1993, Ashley National Forest, Utah: A tornado strikes in the Uinta Mountains,, 20 
miles northeast of Roosevelt, Utah. It demolishs 1,000 acres of trees in the Ashley National 
Forest at 10,800 feet (3294 m) above sea level. 
 
11 August 2004, Wisconsin: A cold air mass descends over Wisconsin. Ten cities report 
maximum temperatures that are among the coldest ever for the month. Three break old 
records, two tie records and five record second lowest maximum temperature. High 
temperatures range from 52°F (11 °C) in the north to 59°F (15 °C) in southern part of the 
state.  
 
11 August 2007, Dutch Harbor/Unalaska AP, Alaska: Dutch Harbor sets its all-time high 
temperature with a reading of 81°F (27.2 °C).  
 



12 August 1752, Portland, Maine: “It blew down houses and barns, trees, corn and everything 
in its way. Such a hurricane as was never the like in these parts of the world” — Rev. Thomas 
Smith 
 
12 August 1933, Death Valley, California: The temperature at Greenland Ranch in Death 
Valley soars to 127°F (52.8°C) to establish the US record for the month of August. . 
 
12 August 1936, Seymour, Texas: Texas' hottest temperature ever: 120°F (48.9°C). 
 
12 August 1778, Rhode Island and southeast New England: A hurricane prevents an 
impending British-French sea battle and causes extensive damage over southeast New 
England.  
 
12 August 2005, Wright, Wyoming: A tornado strikes this coal-mining community, killing two 
and destroying 91 homes and damaging about 30 more in around the town. 
 
13 August 1991, Stockton, California: First rainfall is recorded on this date since weather 
records began in 1906, when 0.05 inch (1.3 mm) of rain falls. 
 
14 August 1936, Kansas and Missouri: Heat in the midst of the Dust Bowl. Temperatures 
across much of eastern Kansas soars above 110 °F (43 °C). Kansas City, Missouri hit an all-
time record high of 113 °F (45 °C). It is one of sixteen consecutive days of 100 degree F (38 
°C) heat for Kansas City. During that summer temperatures of 100 °F or more are recorded on 
a record 53 days. 
 
14 August 2002, San Angelo, Texas: A heatburst descending at 0105 AM jumps the 
temperature from 75°F (23.9 °C) to 94°F (34.4 °C) in half an hour. The event ends by 0130 
AM when the temperature falls back to 73°F (22.8 °C). 
 
14-17 August 2003, Bismarck, North Dakota: Residents wilt under a record string of four 
consecutive days with temperatures greater than 100°F (37.8°C).  
 
15 August 1946, St Louis, Missouri: St Louis is deluged with a record 8.78 inches (233 mm) of 
rain in 24 hours. 
 
15 August 2004, Death Valley National Park, California: A fierce storm triggered flooding in 
the Mojave Desert that killed at least two people and forced the closure of Death Valley 
National Park. 
 
15 August 2004, Yakutat, Alaska: The station reports its all-time maximum temperature: 88 °F 
(31.1°C). 
 
15 August 2008, New York City,New York : With Doppler radar indicating intense circulations 
within thunderstorms sweeping the area, New York City is placed under an uncommon 
tornado warning. While no tornadoes are confirmed, a mircroburst from the thunderstorms 
down trees and power lines and produced structural damage near the border of the Bronx and 
Westchester County .  
 
16 August 2002, Lincoln, Illinois: 4.22 inches (107 mm) of rain fell at Lincoln, breaking the 
August daily precipitation record. 
 
17 August 1917, Death Valley, California: The day's high temperature registers the 43rd 
consecutive day with a temperature exceeding 120°F (48.9°C), and the last in the run. The 
streak began on July 17.  
 



17 August 1969, Mississippi Coast: Hurricane Camille makes landfall with winds of 200 mph 
(322 km/hr)and storm surge of 24 ft (7.3m) causing 144 deaths and $1.28 billion in damage. 
 
18 August 1925, Southeastern Iowa: A late morning hailstorm strikes southeastern Iowa 
completely destroying crops and injuring and killing poultry and livestock along a path six to 
ten miles (9-16 km) wide and 75 miles (120 km) long. The hail damage was estimated at $2.5 
million. 
 
18 August 2009, Providence, Rhode Island: Providence sets a new record high of 94°F 
(34.4°C). 
 
18-20 August 2008, Melbourne, Florida: Days of intense rain from Tropical Storm Fay deluge 
Central Florida. The National Weather Service Office in Melbourne receives 17.63 inches 
(447.8 mm) while Windover Farms receive 24.80 inches (629.9 mm); and Palm Shores, 18.90 
inches (480.0 mm). Daily records are set on 20 August at Melbourne 7.55 inches (191.8 mm); 
West Palm Beach, 4.54 inches (115.3 mm); and Fort Myers 3.62 inches (91.9 mm). 
 
19 August 1559, Pensacola, Florida: First recorded hurricane in US history hits Pensacola 
area driving five Spanish ships ashore in Pensacola Harbor. 
 
19 August 1788, New Jersey through New England: A compact but powerful hurricane 
devastates forests along a narrow track from New Jersey to Maine. 
 
19 August 2003, Las Vegas, Nevada: A sudden deluge surprises Las Vegas, dumping 3 
inches (76 mm) of rain in 90 minutes, severely flooding the city's northwest sector, knocking 
out power to thousands, and leaving motorists stranded atop their cars. 
 
20 August 1886, Indianola, Texas: A hurricane destroys the town. Indianola is never rebuilt. 
 
21 August 1983, Fayetteville, North Carolina: Temperature soars to 110 ° F (43.3 °C) 
establishing the state record.  
 
22 August 1988, Astoria and Medford, Oregon: Record maximum temperatures of 88° F (31.1 
°C) at Astoria and 104° F (40 °C) at Medford. With these two records, the number of daily 
record maximums set across the US since 1 June tops the 2000 mark.  
 
22 August 2002, Dubuque, Iowa: Dubuque airport reports 8.96 inches (228 mm) of rain in a 
24-hour period, setting a new record for the most rain in 24 hours. 
 
23 August 2005, Southern Alaska: An unusually huge summer marine storm strikes the 
southwest Alaska coast. Its winds gust to more than 50 mph (80 km/h) whipping up 20-ft (6-m) 
seas before moving inland.  
 
24 August 1984, Southern Alaska: Remnants of Tropical Storm Holly bring heavy rains and 
snows to parts of southern Alaska. Four-foot (120 cm) snow drifts are reported at Denali 
National Park. 
 
24 August 1987, New Mexico: Thunderstorms unleash heavy rains across the Southern High 
Plains Region, with 5.40 inches (137 mm) at Union and 7.25 inches (184 mm) reported west 
of Anthony .  
 
24 August 1992, South Florida: Hurricane Andrew slams into south Florida, devastating the 
community of Homestead with 181 mph (290 km/h) winds. Central pressure at landfall of 92.2 
kPa is third lowest ever recorded in a hurricane at landfall in the United States. 
 



4-25 August 2007, Chattanooga/Lovell Field AP, Tennessee: Chattanooga's record streak of 
22 consecutive days with temperatures 95° F (35 °C) or higher ends. 
 
25 August 1885, Charleston, South Carolina: A major hurricane hits the South Carolina coast 
causing $1.3 million damage at Charleston. 
 
25-26 August 1635, New England: The Great Colonial Hurricane strikes the New England 
coast. Rev. Increase Mather writes: "...no storm more dismal than the great hurricane." Many 
shipwrecks and several near-disasters occur during the storm, one of which would give birth 
to a favorite New England legend surrounding Thacher's Island. 
 
26 August 1864, Dearborn County, Indiana: Thirty people are injured, several seriously, when 
a passing tornado derails a Cincinnati-to-Chicago passenger train. Two cars are lifted from the 
tracks and dropped in a ravine. 
 
26 August 1976, Kiana, Alaska: A weak tornado passes Kiana, the most northerly report of a 
tornado on recond. Kiana is 545 miles (875 km) northwest of Anchorage. 
 
26 August 1988, Beaver, Utah: Afternoon thunderstorms swamp the town of Beaver with more 
than an inch (25.4 mm) of rain in twenty minutes. 
 
26-27 August 2003, Southern Michigan to Washington, DC: A derecho associated with a 
cluster of severe thunderstorms affects parts of Michigan and states eastward to Washington, 
DC. Strong winds leave hundreds of thousands of customers without electrical power, just 
weeks after the Great Blackout of 2003. 
 
27 August 1893, Georgia/South Carolina Coast: The Sea Islands Hurricane makes landfall 
near Savannah, Georgia and kills an estimated 1,000–2,000 people, mostly from storm surge, 
along the Georgia and South Carolina coasts and the offshore Sea Islands. Over 30,000 are 
left homeless 
 
27 August 1964, Miami, Florida: Hurricane Cleo batters South Florida giving the first direct hit 
for Miami in fourteen years. Wind gusts to 135 mph (217 km/h) cause $125 million damage. 
 
27 August 2009, New London, Iowa: In New London in southeast Iowa's Henry County, 8.34 
inches (212 mm) of rain fell---7.20 inches (183 mm) of it in just four hours.  
 
28 August 1998, Fort Mohave, Arizona: Powerful winds upset the rain gage at Fort Mohave 
during a torrential rain. A wash tub set out on the mesa clear of obstructions, however, 
accumulates eight inches (203 mm) of rainfall during the 45-minute storm. 
 
29 August 1947, Chicago, Illinois: Heavy thunderstorms cap a hot and humid day as the 
futureWeather Doctoris born. 
 
29 August 1965, New England: 2.5 inches of snow falls on Mount Washington New 
Hampshire, a national record for the month of August. Temperatures at Nantucket, 
Massachusetts dip to 39 °F (3.8 °C) and to 25 °F (-3.8 °C) in parts of Vermont. 
 
29 August 2005, New Orleans, Louisiana: Hurricane Katrina, one of the strongest storms to 
impact the coast of the United States during the last 100 years, blasts the coastal Louisiana 
with winds gusting over 100 mph (155 km/hr). The hurricane causes major levee breaks that 
flood 80% of New Orleans up to 20 feet (6.1 m) deep.  
 
29 August 2005, Gulfport/Biloxi, Mississippi: Coastal Mississippi bears the brunt of Hurricane 
Katrina's force. Powerful winds and a devastating storm surge of 20-30+ feet (6.1 to 10+ 
metres) rake the coastline, spreading Gulf of Mexico floodwaters several miles (kilometres) 



inland. Along the Mississippi (and Alabama) coastlines, thousands of houses and buildings 
are damaged or destroyed and more than 2.3 million people lost power. The accepted death 
toll has reached more than 1,300 based on bodies found, but the real death toll is clearly 
higher. 
 
29 August 2005 (afternoon), Northern Gulf of Mexico: Hurricane Katrina's minimum central 
pressure is observed at 902 hPa (902 millibars or 26.64 inches Hg), by reconnaissance 
aircraft, the fifth lowest pressure ever recorded in an Atlantic hurricane. Katrina is also the 
third most-intense landfalling hurricane in US history based on a minimum landfall pressure of 
920 hPa (920 millibars or 27.17 inches Hg). 
 
29 August 2007, Phoenix, Arizona: With its high temperature pegged at 113°F (45 °C) 
Phoenix AZ sets a new record of 29 days with 110+°F (43.3 °C) temperatures. 
 
30 August 1776, Long Island, New York: General George Washington uses heavy fog to 
evacuate his troops after a defeat on Long Island.  
 
30 August 2000, Little Rock, Arkansas: The temperature rises to 111 °F (44 °C) at the North 
Little Rock Airport, setting a new record for the hottest temperature ever observed at the 
location. 
 
30 August 2000, Galveston, Texas: Three injuries occurr when a waterspout over the Gulf 
moves onshore onto the Texas coast at Galveston during the evening, becoming a tornado 
that blows a window out of a police car and the roof off a building. Two officers are treated for 
minor cuts 
 
31 August 1889, Los Angeles, California: Los Angeles records 0.61 inches (15 mm) of rain. 
The amount establishes local August records for both maximum 24-hour rainfall and the most 
rainfall for the month. 
 
 


