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Persistent snow Saturday afternoon and evening brought final 

accumulation totals around the metro Richmond area to between 11 

and 16 inches, matching the upper range forecasters predicted for the 

two-day storm.  

The measurements make the storm the biggest snow event in the 

region since 2000 and the 11th-largest overall snowfall total recorded 

in the Richmond area by the National Weather Service. 

The impact of the storm will linger for days. Forecasters urged drivers 

to be cautious of black ice and untreated roadways early in the week, 

as the snow melts and refreezes. 

"There could be some slick spots on the road," said Dan Proch at the 

National Weather Service's Wakefield office. 

Monday should be mostly sunny with highs in the 40s, he said. But he 

expected the temperature to drop into the mid-teens overnight 

Sunday into Monday morning. 

Most of the region's schools will be closed Monday. School systems 

in Richmond, Chesterfield County, Hanover County and Henrico 

County canceled classes, as did outlying divisions. 

Virginia Commonwealth University, Virginia State University, 

Randolph-Macon College, J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College 

and John Tyler Community College also canceled classes. Virginia 

Union University said it would have normal operations. Classes at the 

University of Richmond will be on a delayed start. 

City offices in Richmond will be closed Monday. Offices in Henrico 

will open at 10 a.m., and landfills will open at noon. Both localities will 

have trash collection starting Tuesday, with pickups a day late for the 

rest of the week. County offices in Chesterfield will be closed Monday, 

as will its convenience centers. 

A spokesperson for Hanover could not be immediately reached for 

comment Sunday. 

The most snow accumulated in Chesterfield County, where National 

Weather Service spotters measured 16.7 inches. Richmond 



International Airport in Henrico received 11.4 inches. In the city 

proper, snow totals of 12.5 inches were measured. 

Wayne Albright, a meteorologist at the weather service's Wakefield 

office, said snow Saturday added 3 to 5 inches to the roughly 6 inches 

that accumulated Friday. 

Snow tapered off between 5 p.m. and 8 p.m., with the final flurries 

falling between 10 p.m. and 11 p.m., he said. 

The weather service makes its official measurements for all-time 

record snowfall events at the airport, Albright said. The 11.4 inch total 

measured there leaves the storm just more than an inch shy of being 

the 10th-largest snowfall in the region. That distinction is held by a 

storm that brought 12.6 inches over two days in February 1936. 

The most snow ever recorded in Richmond is 21.6 inches that fell in 

1940. 

The blend of heavy snow and ice made brought down the Dome at 

SCOR, an indoor soccer facility on Overbrook Road, about 6 p.m. 

Saturday. Owner Mark Grossman said in an emailed statement that 

stadium staff members are working to reschedule games and will 

notify teams and the public about schedule changes. 

Even with all the snow, there is no chance of the James River 

flooding, Proch said. And despite the relatively high snowfall totals 

and at-times intense wind, this weekend's storm caused only minor 

disruptions to the power grid. 

A spokesman for Dominion Virginia Power attributed the lack of 

disruption to the fact that the snow was fine and for the most part 

didn't stick to and weigh down trees and lines. 

Roads were another story: Between Friday morning and Sunday at 3 

p.m., the state police reported handling 1,464 traffic crashes and 2,214 

disabled vehicles. Of those disabled vehicles, 611 were reported in 

the Richmond area and 601 in Northern Virginia. 

The state police reported five storm-related deaths: one traffic fatality 

in the city of Chesapeake and four hypothermia-related deaths, one 

each in Hampton, Wise County, Charles City County and Gloucester 

County.  

Despite the clearing skies and sun on Sunday, authorities urged 

residents to avoid unnecessary travel. 



Richmond officials asked residents to stay off the roads so that plows 

could operate, saying vehicles along roadways are hampering their 

efforts. The city said Sunday evening that its snow plow crews had 

been working 24 hours a day, and that they had started plowing and 

applying salt and sand on feeder streets and in residential areas. 

"People have been stuck inside for the past two days and they’re 

getting out," said city spokesman Michael Wallace. "But it would 

make our job a lot easier if they would stay off the streets." 

Tamara Rollison, a Virginia Department of Transportation 

spokeswoman, said Sunday evening that most of the major roads 

managed by VDOT were fairly clear, other than piles of snow that had 

been pushed to the sides. 

"The danger tonight is that temperatures are expected to get very 

cold," Rollison said, adding that ice could form and create 

treacherous driving conditions. 

While VDOT has been working through the nights to clear the roads, 

Rollison said: "It will take awhile." 

Rollison said clearing the subdivision and other secondary roads is 

now one of the biggest challenges for VDOT, and that work could be 

ongoing for a few days. 

GRTC Transit System suspended all of its routes Sunday but aimed to 

be able to provide all services Monday. However, some routes could 

be modified and there could be some delays. 

Richmond International Airport said Sunday afternoon that it had 

resumed flight operations, but many flights for Monday had been 

canceled. 

As residents dug out Sunday afternoon on the Boulevard in the city, 

the best-equipped among them used snow shovels. 

The rest made due with whatever makeshift tools they had at hand, 

chipping away at the hard piles of snow pushed up by plows around 

any vehicle left parked overnight on a main road. 

“I saw a guy with a lacrosse stick trying to get his car out,” said 

Adrienne Robertson, panting slightly as she slowly shoveled out her 

car. 

Others used brooms, pieces of wood and gloved hands. 



“It was pretty overwhelming when I first looked at it,” Robertson said. 

“But it just kind of needs doing.” 
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