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GENERAL SUMMARY,

In temperature, the year 1918 averaged almost exactly
normal.
55.3°. January was, on the average, the coldest month of
record, having a mean temperature of 25.2°, which was de-
ficient by 10.7° as compared with normal. No other month
of the year showed anything like so large a departure from
normal temperature conditions, although both July and
September established new low record means for the respee-
tive months. April. June, and November, also, were cooler
than usual. Execesses in temperature were recorded in Feb-
ruary, March, May, August, October, and December, the
greatest average departure being 4.9%in March. A remarka-

ble heat wave, the most severe since the beginning of Weather |
150 of the 54 stations reporting. The averages of precipita-

Bureau records in Virginia, prevailed from the 5th to the 14th
of August. The highest reading of the year was 108° at
West Point on August 6. The lowest was —22° at Burkes
Glarden on January 21.: The highest monthly mean was 79.6°

for August at Norfolk and Danville; the lowest, 17.7° for
Jannary at Mount Weather.

Precipitation amounted to 44.43 mLhes This, too, is nearly
normal, being excessive by only 1.14 inches. In Tidewater
and Middle Virginia there was a slight average deficieney for
the year, which was more than offset by an excess of 3.92
inches in the Great Valley. The greatest monthly precipita-
tion oceurred in April, with an average for the State of 6.29
inches. This was the greatest of record for April, as was,
also, the average snowfall for this month (4.0 inches) and
the average number of rainy days (13). Besides April, Jan-
nary showed a considerable excess in precipitation, and June,

Aungust, September, and December had slight excesses. The| ! _ _
Bachelors Hall, Pittsylvania County, damaging property to
the value of $1,600.

only important average monthly deficiency was that for Feb-
ruary, the driest month of the year. The greatest annual
precipitation was 65.56 inches at Blacksburg; the least, 30.85
inches at Swansonville. In 24 consecutive hours (June 25—

26), 5.00 inches each were recorded at Newport News and |

Williamsburg. On the other hand. only 0.10 inch fell at Cul-
peper daring the entire month of February. Snowfall aver-
aged 24.7 inches. '

THE WEATHER BY MONTHS.
JANUARY.—This was an unusually severe month, with a

mean temperature the lowest of record for any winter month’

since State-wide records began, and individual low readings
oceurred that have seldom been surpassed. The greatest
depth of snowfall ever recorded in January oceurred, and
sleet storms were more or less general from the 11th to the
15th; and from the 27th to the 30th, inclusive, those of the
latter period being, as a rale, unusually heavy.
" tion was considerably above the normal and over most of the
State snow and ice remained on the ground throughout the
month. Numerous thunder-storms ocearred in Middle Vir-
ginia counties on the 11th and 12th. On the farms no field
work was possible, owing to the frozen condition of the soil,
but the covering of snow and ice prevented serions damage
to winter grains from the extremely cold weather.
FEBRUARY.—Cold weather continued until the 6th of Feb-
ruary, when there was a change to above normal tempera-
tures which continued. with brief interruptions, throughont

The mean annual temperature for the State was|

Precipita-

tsomewhat below the April normal.
‘eold for April, and on the 5th and 6th damaging frosts oe-

Snowfall was light and precipitation, in -general, the lightest
for any month of the year and, with one exception, the light.
est, of record for February. By the middle of the month the
snow cover had disappeared from the ground in most sections,
and toward the end of the month, plowing began, except
locally in middle counties where the ground remained. wet.
An excess of clear da.}’s. as compared with normal February
weather, resulted in general, though slight, excess in the per-

centage of sunshine,

MArcH.—Sunshine continued excessive {hnmg March
There were, on the average, 15 clear days. Rains were fre-
guent, however, and on the farms the so0il was too wel to
plow until near the end of the month. The total precipita-
tion was nearly normal, while snowfall was unusually light.
Mild temperatures, which prevailed during tlie first three
weeks, operated with the plentiful sunshine and frequent
rains to produce excellent growing weather for wintér grains.
The last 6 or 8 days were colder and oceasional heavy frosts
oceurred. but little or no permanent damage resulted. A
brilliant auroral display was observed in all sections of Lhe
State on the Tth. -

APrIL—Generally heavy rains ocenned :uld Snow fell at

tion and snowfall and the average number of days with pre-
cipitati{m were the greatest of record for this month for Vir-
ginia. The prevalence of eloudy weather naturally resulted
in a falling off in the percentage of sunshine to an amonnt
The month was rather

carred throughout interior Virginia. Killing frosts formed
on later dates at scattered points in the north and west.
Grass and grains maintained a satisfactory condition, but
farm work was greatly retarded by the continuous wet
weather; and the germination and growth of such early
spring erops as were planted were retarded by the low tem-
perature and deficient sunshine. An earthquake on the
evening of the 9th was felt throughout Middle Virginia and
in adjoining Tidewater and Great Valley counties. - On the
30th, about 3 o’clock p. m., a tornado passed -just north of

Mav.—The first week of May was comparatively cool and
frosts were more or less general on the 2d. After the Tth
temperatures were high, sunshine was abundant, and precipi-
tation sufficient for c¢rop needs. Such favorable weather
brought vegetation up to normal condition by the end of the
month. Washing rains visited some focalities in the south-
western part of the State on the 11th and 27th; thunder-
storms were unusually frequent and considerable hail was
reported from nearly every portion of the State.

JUNE.—High temperatures prevailed during the first two
days. After the 2d cooler weather set in, which was most
pronounced during the last half of the month, when the
growth of corn and tobacco was somewhat retarded by the
low temperatures. In the Tidewater and Middle Virginia
rainfall was light previous to the 25th, and ecrops, especially
in the latter distriet, began to show the need of moisture;
but the preponderance of fair weather was favorable for the
harvesting of wheat and oats, and: the ealtivation of corn, to-
bacco, ete. In western counties moderate to heavy rains
fell form the 17th to the 22d, and in some mountain districts
wheat harvest was delayed and the grain somewhat damaged
thereby. Ample rainfall occurreﬂ in all sections on the 25th
or thereafter. =

JuLy.—With continuous cool W eathe: during the first three
weeks, and nearly normal temperatures thereafter, this was,
on the whole, the coolest July of record.” Rainfall was below

the month and culminated on the 28th, with unusually high | normal, especially in some eastern and middle counties, but
and, at many stations, record-breaking maximum readings.| vegetation suffered little in consequence, as the rainfall was
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uniformly distributed through the month, which rendered it
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of maximum benefit, while low temperatures and prevailing ;
light winds prevented excessive evaporation from soil and A, | Feicibiadial, ingler of days
plant. The low temperatures retarded the growth of erops. T g e o B
especially corn, but mo considerable permanent injury re- iy R g
sulted. In a number of middle-western counties, hail-stormms : ' gl | ¢ | oB]| o= o
on the 12th did some local damage to growing crops. s &8 2 (=28|2%| 2|23
Aveust.—In marked contrast, as regards temperature, to 2|81z 551k |2 5|2
the preceding months of June and July, was the weather/ = =
from August 5 to 14, inclusive. Unusunally high tempera- | Jjaonars....... : 2.2 65| =22 509/3.0520.8] 11| 10| 8| 13
tures persisted throughout this period, and on the 6th and | Fehruaty...... o R AR R M 8] 4
7th record breaking maximum readings oceurred in all sec- s L e el | mlamina) 4. b, & 8 B
tions. Some varieties of fruits and vegetables, such as pears, | fune 11171 68| 108, 38 468|500 00| 8| 14| 8| 8
apples and tomatoes, were. in a few localities, partially Yofus il id| wa| 8% 4e 2| 00| 9| 1| 1 6
“baked™ or "scalded” by the intense heat. Special corres- EDIEMIBRE s i1 iraaring eI My Binwaam) 00 I Ll 1 8
pondence brought reports of 288 prostrations and 21 deaths. Rosahes oo | 00| S RlTe Bl ¥ a| 3] 7
Most of the prostrations and all of the deaths oceurred in the Deeember.....o.o...o. [ty Mg W slata) GE b Wy By o8
- southeastern part of the State. After the 14th cooler weather | CONPARATIVE ANNUAL DATA
prevailed until the 24th, followed by above normal tempera- ; 2 3 1 ;
tures during the remainder of the month. Precipitation | & ’ 2 & |8 I'§ 12,18
averaged nearly normal, although there was a considerable : Rl =3 2 .:Ew- % | EEI _5@
average deficiency in Tidew-lter Virginia. Thuonder-storms Yeat. S| a | 3 83 53| % ¥ w2 ol
were of frequent occurrence, especially about the middle and " g ] & l Bg A
last of the month. 2 = ] 81z =2 12 12 1892
SEPTEMBER.—This was another relatively cool month, the | | | , e
temperature averaging below any previous September of [1882---ocoormirrinininnn 85| 104 —o8 4683 |Ei’| 08| 1e8| 100| 109
record. The low average was due to persisfent. rather than ex- 57.0| 106 | —11 | 85.97 | 17.0 ] 88| 166 104| 95
treme coolness, as the minimum readings were not unusually 1558 | 105 (—io| S2ee 15! 85| Jas| de| B
low. During the last 10 dg}fs frofstsrogcurrcd throughout the g g - i ’ -
GGreat Valley and most of Middle Virginia, those of the 20th and | 56.4 | 108 [ —29| 4318 l 6.7 98| 176| 95 94
22d being classed as “killing™ in a few western border coun- el k| Bn _. lg;gl AR
ties. There was more than the nsual amount of rainfall, es- g6 1) o ﬂ,‘;ﬁ Hal Bl I o o8
pecially in Tidewater Virginia. The cool weather retarded 5.8 ﬁi i ﬁg.g ﬂﬂ I!ﬂi };g ﬁé 33
the maturing of late Crops, and corn was |DU&”3" Sl]gllt-]'i" EG.3 | 102 — 2| 4958 15:2! 124 | 143 | 120 102
damaged by frost. Considerable garden truck and excellent ol g e B ;g-g| Ly I ey
pastures remained uninjured at the end of the month. 555 02| —5) s9.8llize| 100 | 171 14
OcroBER.—With a few brief interruptions, warm weather el aa] BERU N LA
prevailed throughout October.. By the end of the month, i B }%] 3 onlle| B 13§| %
however, frosts had occurred over the entire State, and kill- .| 55.0 | 1oa = 37.17 |g0.8 | 101 | 168 | 10! 97
ing frosts in all except some Tidewater and a few southern "85 M| 11| s0s | 16.6| 18| 165| 08| 8
border counties. As regards lz'f'lml"a,-ll1 _t.here was a decided g %i 1 ﬂgg g:; i s el
- contrast between the weather in the Great Valley and that | : i
east of the Bloe Ridge. In the {?reat V.alley hf_zavy rains‘ fell | KILLING FROSTS, 1018.
from the 24th to the 30th, during which period very little | :
was recorded at Middle Virginia stations and practically none Stations. !I-Ifjl‘ng' e i Stations, :ﬁtﬂ‘; T
in Tidewater Virginia. Nosnowfall was reported. Thuunder- ] : : : :
storms were infrequent and no other severe storms of any | npewarer viesisia, i HIDDLE VIRGINIA-Con, "
kind ocearred. — . . . .. Ashland ..........c..0 May 2 |.0ct. 23 [| Leeds Manor.........! g
Novasues—This month showed & deficiency in precipita- | Cep Heliy oo Ast '8 | Do & | Lottt
tion, which was greatest in Tidewater Virginia. Alnost no| pesweil........ Moy 2l Mineral
rain fell until the 17th, and from the 19th to the 27th. inclu- | frankin, ey ol e g
sive. it was again dry. Temperatures averaged nearly normal | Iver..... - LR Moo s ﬁé‘“ﬁ"%"'e ---------
and no unusual extremes of temperature, nor storms of any | NE;‘FE”}{‘,,_*_’,“,’? ______ | MAE 16| Nov. 25 | Swansanyhle. - orre:
kind, were reported. Sunshine, too, averaged about normal. | i e il G > Bspes
"Killing frosts formed throughout Tidewater Virginia, except | Richmond............. Apr. 8 30&23 THE GREAT VALLEY,
at coast stations, on the 2d and 3d. An aurora was noted at ?v'ﬁﬂggﬁi?niﬁgliilifﬁf Sar Bl | Blagksburg ........... Apr. 6| Sept, 22
Parksley, Accomae County, on the 29th. WearPoint -1 7| ADE '8! Oct. 2 || Burkes Gardon.....o:| May '8 | Sept.
DEcEMBER.—December was mild and wet. The excess in | Williamsburg........... Apr. 6| Nev, 3 ‘Eﬁ:ﬂ;ﬁﬁ;ﬂgﬂrmm ﬁﬁ; i Ef;f:' 2
temperature was considerable, especially in the middle and |  yupoLe virerNia. Dante. . oOct. 16
western portions. For the State, as a whole, the month was, S R Elk Knob.. :
with one exception, the warmest December of record. The: E gllu-l‘-iltle..h.] .......... SHE 15 e 2 Eéi?:fgﬁ ------------
excess in precipitation was not so great, and was most pro- Ima“rié’,f;ﬁf_,fjjj‘,jj‘, ,,,, o) Qe 22 || Monterey. .. o
nounced in Tidewater Virginia. Snowfall was extremely light. ot MO¥ 31060 22 | Rettord vl | G0t 18
The praportion of cloudy weathor weah greator than usopl and Fﬁ‘éh‘:ﬂsi.;ﬁu;é:::::::: te ol Sl e i o B
dense fogs were of frequent occurrence; the sunshine was de- Gordonswille ... May 2| Oct. 23 | Winchester . .../l Apr. i | Oct. 24
ficient in consequence. This condition ;a% mﬁ(}s.t« marked in E:;ﬂg:_‘_‘ ___________ i e D &ggﬁ;ﬁﬁt;;;;;;;;;:; ig? il

the southeastern portion of the State.—



	ann1918p1
	ann1918p2

