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GENERAL SUMMARY.

Tax year 1907, as a whole, was colder and wetter than usual.
Begiuning with April and contin nin% until the 20th of June,
the weather was persistently and decidedly cold and unseason- |
able. In fact, tl?is cold spell was so prolonged and unusual |
that the year was popularly considered as one without a spring.
The advance of vegetation was freaﬂy retarded and farming
operations were much hampered. - Summer opened with nor-
mal weather conditions, but was, for the most part, cooler than’
the average. The autumn was also colder than usual, while |
the winter was warmer, especially the month of January, which
was the warmest on record.

The annual temperature of the State, 54.3 degrees, was 1.1
degrees below the normal. The deficiency in temperature was |
general except in the southern portion of Washington county,
where there was a slight excess. Norfolk with an annual
méan temperature of 58.6 degrees was the warmest place in
the State, and Burkes Garden, aunnual mean 48.7 degrees, the
- coldest. The highest temperature, 100 degrees, occurred at
Saxe, on July 26th, and the lowest, —16 degrees, at Dale En- |
terprise, on February Tth. :

Over most of the eastern half of the State the last killing
frost of the spring occurred on April 21st or 22d, while in the
western half, especially the mountain districts, killing frost was
quite general on May 22d. The first killing frost in the au-
tomn occorred on August 9th in the Great Valley division;
October 12-13th in Middle Virginia, and October 22d in Tide-
water Virginia. _

The annual precipitation was above the normal in all parts
of the State except in the extreme southeast Tidewater coun- |
ties, and in Hanover, Albemarle, Franklin and Wythe coun- |
ties, where it was below normal. June, with an average rain- |
fall of 6.34 inches, was the wettest month of tlie year, and
October, with an average of 1.43 inches, the driest. The
annual precipitation ranged from 55.78 inches, at Spottsville,
Surry county, to 28.43 inches, at Cape Henry, Princess Anne
county. Marion, Smyth connty, had the greatest local monthly |
rainfall, the amount being 11.44 inches, in June, while at Dan- |
ville, Pittsylvania county, the least local monthly amount, 0.33 |
inch, was recorded inJanuary. The most rainy days occurred |
in the driest parts of the State, the average number being 123,
while in the wettest parts the average was 116 days.

Snow fell in each month of the winter and in all parts of the
State, the monthly amounts varying from trace, along the
coast, to about 17 inches in Fre&erick county. By months,
the greatest local monthly snowfalls were: January, 8.8 inches;

Februoary, 17.0 inches; March, 14.0 inches; April, 12.7 inches;
pcgober, trace; November, 5.6 inches, and Decewmber, 6.6
1nches. ;

There were 159, or 44 per cent, of clear days; 115, or 31 per
cent partly cloudy days, and 91, or 25 per cent cloudy days
during the year. The prevailing wind for the State was from
the sonthwest.

THE WEATHER BY MONTHS.

Jasuary was the warmest month of that name during the
period of record, which extends back to 1892, inclusive. The
mean temperature was 6.0 degrees above the normal. The
maximum temperature was the highest of record, but the mini-
mum was not as low as has occurred in the month in several
preceding years, Precipitation was li%ht, the average for the
State, 1.65 inches, being about an inch and a half below the
normal. There was, however, an excess of cloudy, unsettled
weather, and the number of days with precipitation was above
the average. Snow was recorded on various dates in all parts
of the State, the average for the month being 2.5 inches.

ThE opening days of February were rather mild and a major-
ity of stations recorded their highest temperature on either the
2d or 3d. Colder weather set in op the 4th, however, and on
the Tth the lowest temperatures of the month were observed.
The month, as a whole, was colder than normally; the defi-
ciency in temperature being 2.5 degrees. The maximum tem- -
perature, 68 degrees, and the minimum, —16 degrees, were

' lower than is usually recorded in the month. Precipitation

was 1.03 inches below the normal. By sections, Tidewater
Virginia had the greatest amount and Middle V?irg'mia the
least. Snowfall was beavier and more frequent than in
January. :

Marcn was unusually warm, the mean temperature, 50.7 de-
grees, being 5.6 degrees above the normal.” The highest tem-
perature, 96 degrees, is withont a parallel in the records for the
month. The average precipitation, altho below the normal, -
was well distl'ibuteﬁ both as to area and date of occurrence.
Light snow fell on various dates, the amounts being least in
the Tidewater division and greatest in the Great Valley divi-
sion. Local storms occurre% at several stations on the night
of the 5th-6th. In each case they were accompanied by snow .
flurries, high winds and falling temperature, and in some in-
stances by an electrical display. '

Trrvout April the weather was unseasonably cold, the mean
temperature being the lowest of record for the month. The
precipitation was above the normal in all sections and its dis-
tribution remarkably uniform. Measurable amounts of snow
fell locally in the eastern portion of the State on the 1st and
13th, and generally in the central and western portions on vari-
ous dates between the 6th and the 14th, inclusive. KXilling
frosts occurred in all sections on the 3d and the 21st, and in
the central and western portions on several other dates in each
decade. ' :

May was the coldest on record for the State. Some rather
high maximum temperatures, 90 to 92 degrees, occurred in
each division on the 19th, however. Precipitation was above
normal in the Tidewater section and below normal in the Mid-
dle Virginia and the Great Valley sections. Killing frosts:
were general on the 12th, and occurred at numerous stations
in the central and western counties on the 5th, 13th, 17th, 20th,
21st, 22d, 27th and 28th. Heavy 24-hour rainfalls occorred at
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Richmond, on the 6-Tth, 2.39 inches, and at Doswell, on the
16th, 3.60 inches. : -

Juxg, like the preceding month, was also the coldest on rec-
ord, the mean temperature, 66.0 degrees, being 6.0 degrees be-
low thenormal. During the first and second decades, the tem-
peratures were persistently low, but on the 21st, the weather
became warmer, and thereafter until the close of the month it
remained seasonable. The highest temperatures occurred on
the 25th, in the Tidewater counties, and on various dates be-
tween the 21st and the 26th in the Middle Virginia and the
Great Valley counties. . Precipitation was largely in excess of
the normal and was the greatest on record for the month.
Heavy raivs tell in the eastern and central sections on the 1st,
and in the western section on the 1st, Sth and 13th. At Ivan-

hoe, in Wythe connty,and Marion, in Smyth-county, monthly
amounts of 10.11 inches and 11.44 inches, respectively, were |

recorded, while at numerous other stations in the western sec-
tion monthly amounts of from 6 to 9 inches occurred,

_ Jury. Theaverage temperature for the month was very near
the normal, and the rainfall was deficient, Over the sontheast-
ern and the extreme sonthwestern counties the weather was
warmer than usual, and in the renraining portions of the State
it was cooler.
9th, 11th, 24th and 26th, bnt the nights were, for the most

art, cool. " Rainfall was decidedly geﬁciént in most of the

idewater and the Middle Virginia divisions; also loeally in
the Great Valley division, but in the southern part of the lat-
ter district, and at mountain stations in its central and north-
ern parts, more than an average amonnt 0:3(:_1'11-1-9(1.- .

- Aveust was cooler and: drier than usual. The mean tem- |

perature: averaged about two degrees below normal and the
rainfall nearly half an inch below, The month was charac-
terized by frequent fluctuations in temperature. The warmest
days were the 2d, 8th, 12th to 15th, 21st and .30th, and the
coolest the 4th, 5th, 26th and 27th. " Some heavy 24-hour rain-
falls oceurred with thunderstorms on the 9th and 10th. On
the latter date 4.30 inches fell at Warsaw, Richmond county.

Thr mean _tém-peratul'e for September was about one de-

gree above the normal. = By .divisions, the excess was great- |
est in the Tidewater counties, where it averaged about two |

degrees, and least in the Great Valley counties, where it aver-
aged a little more than half a degree. Warm weather pre-

vailed on the 2d, and from the 17th to 21st, inclusive, and the |

_highest temperatures recorded were observed at most stations
on the 21st. After this date cool weather set in and frosts
ocenrred generally in the Great Valley section on the 25th,
26th and 27th. DPrecipitation was above the normal in each
ot the ‘general ‘divisions-of the State, being decidedly so in
Middle Virginia and in the Great Valley, where the excess
was from about two and a half to three and a third inches,
respectively. Numerouns heavy 24-hounr rainfalls oceurred,
the greatest of which was six inches at Roanoke, Roauoke
county, on the 23d, while monthly amounts varying from six
to overten inches were recorded in the Middle Virginia and
the Great Valley sections, .
~ Ocroser was a cool, dry month. The mean temperature
was nearly four degrees delicient, as compared with the nor-

mal, while the precipitation was about an inch and three-quar- |

ters deficient, - On the 3d, the warmest day of the month,
maximum temperatures ranging from 80 degrees in the Great
Valley division to 89-degrees in the Tidewater counties, were
recorded. Cool periolls occurred in the first and the second
decades and killing frosts were quite general in the Middle
Virginia and the Great Valley sections on the 9th, 12th, 14th
to 16th and the 22d. Light snow flurries prevailed locally

High day temperatures occurred on the Bth,.

in the Great Valley section on the 13th and the 28th, and sleet
i locally in the west-central portion on the 31st.

Turvouvr November the weather was stormy and eold. The
average temperature was 1.5 degrees below the normal, the
precipitation, 2.33 inches above the normal and the sunshine
decidedly deficient. A protracted cold spell prevailed from
the 11th to abont the 20th. Just prior to the 11th warm
weather was general and the highest temperatures of the
“month oceurred on the 9th and 10th. Snow fell in most por-
| tions of the State on the 12th; also in the mouuntain districts

on the 13th, 18th and 24th. There were one, or more, perieds

of general and heavy precipitation in each week of the month,
those oceurring in the last week being specially heavy and
persistent., :

DEecEmMBER was warmer and had more precipitation than
usnal. The average temperatore was 1.5 degrees above the
normal. The first six days of the month were quite cold and
the lowest temperatures at many statious occurred at this time.
"The last ten days, on the other hand, were warmer than nor-
‘mally, especially the 28th, on which date the highest tempera-
‘tures were recorded at nearly all stations There were six
periods of general precipitation, in four of which the amounts
recorded were moderate to heavy. The greater part of the
-precipitation of the mounth oceurred with these fonr storms.
‘Thunderstorms were reported from scattered stations on the
10th and the 30th, while light snow flurries occnrred locally
over the State between the 1st and the 5th, inclusive, and light,
‘general snows in the Great Valley division on the 18th. Sleet
'was quite general with the storm of the 13-14th.

-— -

ERRATA.

Annual Sammary, 1906: Cape Heunry, date of last killing
frost in the spring, recorded March 1st; should be March 24¢h.
- Date of first killing frost in the antump, recorded October 11th;
' should be December 4th, Mount Weather, date of last kill-

| ing frost in the spring, May 10th.

D

HILLING FROSTS.

Table of Dates of Last Hilling Frost in the Spring and the First
1 Killing Frost in the Anlumn.

kTﬁu,r }l@‘]i]il'ﬁt. Lagt First
o Ming | killing killing | killing
Setkion. frost iu | frost i Station, Mrost ié:] frost 1%
Spring. | Antwnn. Spring. (Autummn,
. , . MimnnLe Vingrsia—
_ P'EwaTER ViRG1NIa, Clot L. .
Asthilamd oo, Nokesville ............ Apr. 21 | Oct. 22
CapeHenry .. ... ... e Cuantico ....o.oveieee. Apr, at | Out. 2z
Cushyi Itocky Mount. ........ Apr. 21 | Oct. 13
Driwnddie : T T vavee e Ok 22
Daswell ... .. .. ! Washington, D.C.. ... Apr. 3] Oct. 22
Humpton ...... .. | ! TR
Newport News. ... ... | Apr. 20| Nov. g Tne GrEAT VALLEY.
Jorfolk cooeiveninnnn | Mar 16 | Xov. 1y
Petershore ....ouus ..., Apr. 21 | Oct, 22 Bigr Stone Gap, ooon oot H
RICHMOND .......| Apr.1s | Ocl. 22 Blucksburg............ I L.
Sputtaville (mear) , ..o May 2 | Oct. 14 Brigtol ......vn i nl| i
Wouranw . ... o Apr. 20| Out. 16 Burkes Garden .. i,
Willimmsburg . ... ....| Apr. 21 | OcL. 22 .Dulu Enterprige . .
i Kk Kuob........ ; A
MivpLe VinGiNia, Galnx..oovveinen i o May 22| Oct. g
' . g Hot Springs . ..., voro| Muy 21| Sept.2s -
Arvonla .. eiiiininnns Muay 12§ Oets g Lexington. ... ..o May 22 | Oct. 14 .
Callaville ... ..........) Apr. zo | Ocl 22 Marion oo ccveaiinan, Muy 22 | Out. 15
Charlottesville ..., ... Apr. 7| Nov. 12 Mox Mendows. ........| May 22 | Qut. 13
Colmmbia. ... ... Apr. 21 | ODet. 14 Roanoke............ Apr. 18 | Oet. s
Culpeper ....... | e 3 i~ o Shenandonh . oo v finiian.. Oct, 13
Fraderickshurge Apr, 20 | Dot. 22 SLaunton ... | Muy 28 | Out, g
Lincoln, ... ..o ..., May 1z | Qct. 15 Stephens City ... | Moy 12| Oct. g
Lynchburg ... ........| Apr. 18| Qct. 15 Womdstocl ... ... ... May 21 | Oct, 12
Moonwt Weather......0.| Apr. 2 [ Out. 14 Wytheville ............| Apr. 21| Uer. g9




	1907annp1
	1907annp2

