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Errata—Annual Smmmary, 1908, page 8: Barboursville,
| December, mean temperature 34.2 shonld be 84.1, depm'tm‘a
| —3.8 shoold be —3.9; Buckingham, December, mean tem-
evature 32,8 should be 33.1, departure — 4.6 shonld be —4,3;
5nnntie:n, Owtober, mean temperatnre omitted shonld be 61,4,
| departure omitted shonld be —4.3; Rocky Mount, September,
| mean temperature omitted; shonld -be 62,0, departure omitted,
‘should be —-7.9; Blacksbnrg, December, mean temperature
| 28 5 shonld be 28,4, departmre —6.4 should be —6.5; Btapn-
ton, December, mean_temperature 31 5 should be 31.6, de-
| parture —6.8 should be —6.2; annual, 54.3 should be 54.4,
| departure —.7 should be —0.6; Wytherille (1), Decerber,
| meau temperatore 32.7 shonld be 30.6, departure —2.9 should
| be —5.0; annual, 53.4 should be 53.2, departure +0.4 should
Ihe +0.6. Page 11: Clarksville, January, total precipitation
- ;.nnitteggshc_n d be 2.84; annual precipitation omitted should
[ e 4108,
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GENERAL SUMMARY FOR THE YEAR 1904.

T

|
county.

The heaviest rain generally occorred on the Tth.
The run-off from this storm caused a sharp but moderate rise

January—The month was quite decidedly colder than nor- | jy the James river. No freshet stage was reached, however,

mally, the deficiency in temperatare being 4.4 daily.
were but two periods, each of which was of short duration, the
Ist and 2d and the 20th to 234, inclusive, in which the weather
could be considered as moderate.  Un all other days the tem-
perature was quite uniformly below normal. As comparved
with January of other years of record, the mean, 31.0-, is
found to be the lowest since 1892, excepting the unuvsually
cold January of 1893, when all previous records were broken,

There |

The maximum and minimum extremes of temperature were |

within the record. The precipitation of the month was also
deficient, the departure being about three-quarters of an inch

below normal.  Of the five general storm periods in which |

the moisture was deposited, three gave precipitation as rain
and two as snow. There weve several other dates on which
either gnow or rain fell locally. The geveral suowstorm ef
the 28th was heavy in nearly all parts of the State, the maxi-
mun amount, 19.0 inches, ga'm recorded at Standardsville,
in Greene county. The rivers of the State were at a low stage
all the month, :

Prevailing wind direction, W.

February—7This month, like the precedin,
peratures decidedly below the normal, and w].lﬁe the deficiency
in this respect was not so great, and there were no nnusoally
low thermometrie readings recorded, vet, excepting the th to
Bth and again on the 24th, the weather was steadily colder
than the average. The persistency with which the tempers-

ture remained low gave rize to a popular impression that the |
month was the coldest of the past twenty-five vears, but this is |

not borne out by the records as far back as they are available,
as the mean temperature, 31.8%, is higher than the Febroar
means of the years 1845, 1899 and J.%'DE. Agnin, the maxi-
muni: temperature of the eurrent month, 774, is the highest
with three exceptions that has oceurred in February during
the twelve preceding vears, while the minimom does not RF‘

roach the lowest previounsly reported for the same month.
g‘ha deficiency in temperature noted, 3.4%, was therefore doe
to a condition moderately bug steadily below normal.  In re-
spuct 1o Emcipilsticn, the month was again deficient, the de-
partore being nearly one and one-fourth inches. General
snows prevailed on the 10th-12th and on the 26th, and gen-
eral rains on the Tth, 8th-11th and 1%th-22d. The heaviest
enow ocenrred on the 26th and the heaviest rains on the 19th
and 22d. The greatest depth of snowfall reported was 14.0
inches at Spottsville, Surry coanty. The rivers of the State
were at low-water stages all the month.

Prevailing wind direction, W.

March—There were no decided temperature chsmﬁeﬂ dur-
ing the month. Three mild periods ocenrred during which the
maximoms recorded ranged from 60~ to T3%, viz, 6th-Tth,
18th-20th and 24th 26th. A like number of cool periods

revailed, the dates being 5th-6th, 14th—15¢h aud the 28th-
ggth. The mean temperatore of the month, 45,77, was prac-
treally normal. Compared with the same data for Mareh of
other years of record it is found to be exceeded rix times by
from one to six degrees, while it is in excess six times by from
one-half to four and one-balf degrees.  Precipitation was again

deficient, the month being the third for the vear and the fifth |
| ods, viz., 1st-2d, Tth- 10th, 18th-22d and 2Tth-30th, and the

consecutive one having a similar condition. The defieiency
was & little in excess u% three-quarters of an inch, Although
the total amonnt received was small, it was well distributed
thronghout the State.  Most of the precipitation came as rain,
The snowfall was light, and the greatest total reported for the
month, 3.0 inches, oceurred at Dale Enterprize, Rockingham

one, gave tem- |

| 48th,
| received were light and cecurred mostly at the more elevated

and with this exception the water wazs low throughout the
month.
Prevailing wind direction, W,

April—The mean temperatare, 51.4%, was 2.5% below the
normal. Four mild periods were had during which maxi-
mam readings of 70~ to 85% ocenmvred, and similarly, four
cool periods, one of which was decided enough to be termed
eold, the minimum recorded being 11°.  In each of these cool
periods frost was more or less general, and on twd of them, the
4th and 20th, vines, tender vegetation and froit bloom were
killed. During the past twelve years there have been but two
months of April having a mean temperatare as low, or lower,
than the current ove, %‘:Kﬂ:ﬁ']}ﬁllg tor local showers on the 1st,
12th, 16th and 18th the precipitation of the month resulted
from geveral storms prevailing on the Gth—10th and the 25th—
Some snow fell on the 12th and 14th, but the amonnts

stations, The total precipitation for the month, 2.32 inches,
was abont an inch less than the normal. Low-water stages
obtained in all the rivers. :

Prevailing wind direction, W.

May-—The montl, thongh uot without precedent, was note-
worthy for its variations in temperature. In the first and
second decades the weather was remarkably cool, and on the
mornings of the 10th, 11th, 16th and 17th i‘i]ling frosts were
recorded at points in the Great Valley division, larly in the
last decade a hot, sultry period set in, whieh lasted until the
close of the month, and gave maximom readings of 85- vo §4°
in various parts of the State. These values are not high for
the month, the record showing thar in the past twelve years
there have been but two months of May which have had %wcr
maximums, The lowest temperatnre observed, 30%, has been
equaled three times and exceeded twice. A deficiency in
cipitation of slightly more than one ineh occarred in the month,
which is the seventh consecntively in which this condition has
obtained. Tidewster division had the greatest deficieney oc-
curring and the Great valley the least. The James rivér ve-
mui:ieﬁ at & aniformly low stage doving the month except for
a slight rise on the 20th and 21st, consequent upoun the rain
of the 15th, which was general and quoite heavy in all parts
of the State. The number of rainy 3&3‘5 wag two less than
the May average.

Prevailing wind direction, 8W.

June—Except for a heated spell from the 5th to the Sth
and again on L]ile 25th and 26th, there were no epecial tem-
peratire features doring the month, and the daily valnes were
in elose correspondence with the normal.  The coolest weather
occurred between the 10th and Ldth, when minimum tempera-
tures as low as 35~ were recorded in the Great Valley division.
This record, while low, was not as low as in June of 1894,
1897 and 1902 by from one to five degrees. The abzolute
maximum temperatore, 98-, was lower thau that of any other
June of record except for the years 1846 and 1903, "In re-
spect to precipitation the month was in excess of the nor-
mal hy 1.24 inches—the first month of the year in which
this element was not deficient. There were four storm peri-

major portion of the rainfall ocenrring was recorded on these
dates.  Some heavy 24-hour rains fell, notably on the 15th
16th and 25th-26th. No food eonditions obtained in the
James river. ) ' ;
Prevailing wind direction, 5W,
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July—The mean temperature of the mouth, 73.5°, was 3.8
lower than normally, IlOt-Wit.hBt-ﬂ-ﬂd{D% that there were two
periods of hot weather during which the maximumns recorded

ranged well np towards 100=. The month opened with mod- |

erate temperatures, which graduslly increased to a heated

term of four days’ duration, ending the Sth, and this in torn |
was followed by cooler weather, which lasted without any |
important changes until the 17th. Un this date conditions |

became hot and sultry, and remained so until the 19th, when
they again modera The last decade of the month gave
seasonable weather. With two exceptions the average tem-
erature for the month was the lowest of any July on record.
f’rccipitation was slightly in excess.of the normal and was
%auara]?' frequent and well distributed except in the Great
alley division, in the central-western portion of which a de-
ficieney oceurred.  General rains fell on the 8th, 12th, 22d to
25th and 28th, while local showers were recorded on numer-
ous other days. The heaviest rain fell on the 24th. The total
amount for the month. 4.83 inches, has been exceeded in July,
of three other years since 1891, but the greatest amount in any
24 consecative hours, 4.48 inches, has been exceeded only
once for the month since record liasz been kept. The rivers
of the State had no freshet ataﬁs during the month,
Prevailing wind direction, BW,

August—The month was eooler than normally, the depart-
ure being — 1.6%. Durinjr the first fifteen days nearly nor-.
mal conditions prevailed, but beginning on the 16th the tem-
perature fell and there was a temporary spell of cool weather
that lasted until the 19th, inclusive. During the period 22d
to 25th heated weather obtained in all parts of the State and
the higheat temperatures of the month were generally observed
at this time. Thereafter there was a steady decline in the daily
valoes recorded and the month elosed cooler than the normal.
The maximum ocenrring, 96°, was not ag high as the record
for the month by 117, the highest previously observed in Au-

ust belng 1079 in 1900, while the lowest, 858%, is 62 higher |
than the lowest previous record for Angast, 327 in 1896, The
rainfall occurring waa deficient, it lacking three-fonrths of an
inch as compared with the average. The deficieney, however,
was not uniform in all parts of the State, one section, Middle
Vitginia, being bot (.21 of an inch below the normal, while |
in Tidewater %irginia and the Great Valley it was 1.06 and
1,20 inches, respectively. There were six days between the
2d and 19th on which general rains were had, while on the
remaining days of the month showers, more or less local, ve-
curred, The number of rainy days, therefore, is considerably
ater than the average, although the total amount deposited
i deficient. The rivers of the Btate were at the usual mid-
smnmer stages all the month,
Prevailing wind direction, W,

September—Nearly normal conditions of temperature ob-
tained over the State Juring the month, the departure bein
but —0.7%,  The opening days of the month were warm an
the high-temperature record was made in the Tidewater and
Middle Virginia sections on the 3d or 4th, bat in the Great
Valley section it was not until the 20th when the absolute
maximum values were recorded. Average temperatures pre-
vailed daily from the 5th to 11th, inclusive; the 12th was
warmer than normally, and thereafter slightly cooler than the
normal, except a8 noted in the Great Valley section. The
cool period was most marked as to area on the 23d, when ab-
solute minimums of 31% were observed, but the day having
the lowest temperatnre record was the 16th, when 25° was
observed in the southwest part of the State. During the prev-
alence of these cool periods light frosts were reported in all

| than normally.

parts of the State and heavy frost in some localities. The
average total precipitation for the State, 2.32 inches, was
again below normal, the deticiency being 1.14 inches, Of the
various divisions Tidewater had the greatest amonnt of rain
and the Great valley the least. In the latter section condi- ©
tions became somewhat dronghty rowards the end of the
month, The varions rivers u% the State were at low-water
stages throughout the month.
revailing wind direetion, W,

October—There were three well-marked temperatore peri-
ods in the month, the first of which, covering the 1st to 1ith,
ave a slow increase in temperature; the second, lasting from
the 12th to 24th practically, a moderate cool apell cnlminat-
ing on the last-named date in the coolest weather of the month,
‘and the third, 25th to the close of the month, slowly rising
temperature. The maximum temperature observed was 94°
on the 11th and the lowest, 10°, on the 24th. | he precipita-
tion of the month was considerably below the normal, the
deficiency being 2.03 inches, while the average total for the
State was but 1,35 inches  With the exception of one storm,
that of the 20th-21st, all precipitation was local; it was also
infrequent, there being bnt an average of three rainy davs
during the month, which is vnnsually low. Sowme snow fell
| at several stations in the Great Valley section on the 22d-23d.
Conditions were dronghty throngh the month, especially in
Great Valley division. The rivers of the State were un-
I"Mstually low most of the month,

Prevailing wind direction, NE.

November—The mean temperature of the month, 4$4.1°,
was 2.8% below the wormal. From the 1st to the 11th the
daily values were nearly normal. On the 12th a period of
eold weather set in, which lasted until the 17th. A temporary
reaction to warmer then ensued, continning until the 22d, on
which date. it again became cold and remaived so nntiifffie
38th, inclusive. The last two days of the month were warmer
Though a number of stations recovded their
lowest temperatures on the 28th and 30th, the lowest for the
month, 3% below zero, ocenrred on the [5th,  The maximum
for the State, T7%, was observed on the 2d; both the mini-
mum and the maximum were the lowest on record for the
month. Three well-detined periods of precipitation were had,
one in each decade, and thongh most of it fell as rain, there
were some snowstorms giving loeal depths as great as four
inches in the great Valley section, The average total amonat
for the State, 2,12 inches, was 0.43 ineh below the normal,
Low stages obtained in all the rivers of the Btate.

Prevailing wind divection, W,

December—The month, though having a mean tempera-
ture of 34.4% or 3.47 below the normai, E;id not @ive g low
extremes of tempersture as have ovceurred in Decemnber of other
years of record, notably 1901, when the absolute minimum
observed was 14° below zero, or 5% colder than the current
month,  The absolute maximum, 70, however, was as low
| az the lowest of record. In the monthly bolletin for this
| month it was stated that * Perhaps the most marked featare
| of the month was the persistency with which the daily maxi-
| mum readinga continned relatively high iv the Great Valley
| division during the prevalence of cold weather in other
| tions of the State. If the period 10th to 14th be excluded,
[ there was practically no time doring the mouth when the daily
| ‘maximums observed were as low as on the same days in other
| sections of the State.” This reverses the usual order which
| gives the lowest maximum readings in the Great Valley divi-
| stom,  For the Hrst time since Angust, inclugive, the monthly
precipitation was above normal, the excess being 0.69 ineh
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