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CLIMATE AND CROI'S: VIRGINIA SECTION,

Yran 1895,

saved housed and cuored, wheat threshed and fodder secored.
Dry weather retarided plowing and seeding in many counties
in the northern part of the State, until the 22d gud 23d when
ample general raius oceurred, which softened the soil and cn-
abled this work to be prosecuted,

The last issue of the Weekly Crop Bulletin was published |

on Oetober 27th,

GENERAL SUMMARY FOR THE YEAR 1808,

—_———

JANUARY was milder than usual, though the forepart of |

the month was cold.  The average daily excess in tempera-
ture was about 2°,  Irecipitation was below the normal, the
deficiency for the month being 1.76 inches.  Most of this pre-
cipitation eame in the form of rain. the only meneral snow
storm reporbed being on the 30th and 31st.  Fogs prevailed
on a number of days in the valleys and along river conrses.
Thunderstorms were reported at various points in Valley
counties on the 25th.  Prevailing winds W., and NW,

FEERUARY, on the whole, was rather cold, and, like Jan-
uary, deficient in precipitation. There were many bright,
genial days, but several sharp falls in temperature served to
bring the average below the normal,  Temperature departure
about 5%, and pl‘euipitat.'mn 3,05 [IIC']QE__ Eﬂlnw the normal.
Snow oceurred early in the month,  Notwithstanding the di-
minished prer_'ili: r
nbated and the height of rivers normal for the season, Earth-

nakes reported in the Valley section on the Sth, and distant
thunder on the 20th. Prevailing wind direction W,

MARCH gave unususlly mild weather with many clear,
balmy days, It was more like April in respect to tempera-
ture and wind travel than the average Marcl. The excess in
temperature averaged 6% but the precipitation continued de-
ficient, though much nearer normal than the two preceding
months. Snowfall light and scattered except in the Valley
counties where the ground was quite well covered early in the
mouth., Fogs occurred in the headwaters of the varions river
aystems and thunderstorms in varieus portions of the State.
Prevailing wind direction,

APRIL temperature was below the normal.  Coldest day
was the tith, Killing frosts damaged fruit bloom and vines
early in the month. Precipitation abont oune-half an inech
ahove the normal.  Month chiefly remarkably from the fact
that it gave a greater amount of snow in portions of the State
than had cccurred in the winter monthe.  Slight earthgnake
shoek reported from Buekingbam county.  Prevailing wind
direction,

MAY gave temperatures slightly bigher than the normal, but
wag cool during the first and second weeks retarding vegeta-
tion to some extent.  Frosts occarred on the Sthoawd 9ch in
various localities; damage slight,  Precipitation nearly an
inch above the normal; well distributed, as a role, thoungh
Middle Virginia received a mueh larger quantity than any
other part of the Srate.
rivers., Prevailing wind directions, W_, 8W,

JUNE, in regpect to temperatare, was nearly normal, while
as to rainfall it was deficient slightly over three quarters of
an inch. Some eool weather obtained during the first decade
in the coast counties, and generally over the State from the
20th to 23d. The hottest weather of the month oeeurred on
the 30th. Thunderstorms were fr‘QL;lleﬂt; hail fell in scattered
loealities on the 11th, 12th and 26th, Prevailing wind diree-
tion, W. y

itation the flow of springs and wells was un- |

Rising water occurred in all the|

JULY averaged slightly above the normal in temperature ;
gave wide extremes, the maximam being 105 and the mini-
muam 447 The precipitation ranged from 1.5% inches in the
Tidewater section, to 2,10 inches iu the Valley section, above
normal,  Plienomenal raios ocenrred in the southwest eorner
of the Btate, stations in Wise and Dickenson eounties report-
[ing from 10 to over 13 inches for the month, Fogs oeeurred

ou various dates, Prevailing wind direction, SW.

| Aveust westher was warm and sultry, and while in un
case did the temperature reach as high a point as in the pre-
ceding month, yet it remained quite nniformly above the nor-
mal, the daily excess being from 1 to 59, Precipitation con-
tinued above the average, coming mainly in the form of heavy
thunderstorms. Twenty-four rainfalls from 2,50 inches to
5.00 inches were recorded, and monthly amounts from 9 to
10,61 inches ocenrred in the Piedmont and Valley sections,
Freshet water ocenrred in some of the rivers of the State and
| damage was reported locally to lowland crops. Im some in-
siances large areas of caltivated soil was washed into neighbor-
ing streams. In the James river the rise was animportant.
Dense fogs wers frequent.  Prevailing wind direction, 8W.

SEPTEMBER opuned with a heated spell during which
maximum temperatures of 999 were reported.  Genercally,
however, this was counterbalanced by reactions to cooler
weather, and the month, on the whole, was near normal.
Precipitation was deficient, the amount deposited being about
Lalf the average. As a result, conditions were somewhat
Itlruught\' and crops suffered, thongh no material damage was
‘done, Light frosts were reported on the 8th, 11th and 12th
at varions places, Prevailing wind divection, W.

OCTORER temperaturs departures were elight. Generally,
the month was a wet one, thongh theve were many bright, crizp
days. Normal values in temperature were the rule throogh-
ont each decade except from the 3d to the 9th when maxi-
mums of 80 and 907 were noted. The first killing frosts of
the autumn occurred between the 20th and 31st, bt no special
ﬂa‘lmﬂga done as the bulk of the Crops were sacured prior to
this time, Heavy monthly preeipitation again ocenvred, pac-
ticularly in the western portion of the Btate, where it ranged
from 3 inehes in Middle and Southside counties to 9 and 12
inches in the central Pledmont region. The fivst snowfall of
the season ocenrred in the Vallev section townrds the close
of the month, Hising water oceurred in all the streams of
the State, and flood water in the James, which did some small
damage in the agrienltaral distriets, and covered the wharves
of various water transportation companies in the city of Rich-
tmond. Damage prevented by prior warning. revailing
I'wind direetion, W,

WOVEMEER closely approached the normal conditions both
|in temperature and precipitation. There were no uuunsual
|extremes.  Cousiderable cloudiness was prevalent after the
|10t|.|, and fafs were frequent, A slight seizsmie disturbance
| was reported on the 25th oecarring over the major portion of
|the State, Thonderstorms prevailed on the 15th, 19th and
20th. Snow oecurred on the 24th and 25th, Prevailing wind
direction, NW.

DECEMBER guve & defivieney in temperature of 1.7° as
compared with the normal. SBeveral cold waves of minor en-
ergy passed over the State, and ice of sofficient thickness to
Larveat was made. In respect to precipitation practically
normal eondiiions obtained. Fogs were frequent duoring the
last balf of the month. Some damage to fall sown grain was
cansed by freezing and thawing of the gronnd without ade-

| gquate snow protection,  Prevailing wiu(fdirm‘.tit)u._ W.




