
Hurricane Maria grows into a Category 5 storm and makes 

landfall in the storm-battered Caribbean 

 

Maria is churning through the Caribbean- Giving new devastation to islands Just hit by Hurricane Irma. 

Melissa Etehad and Molly Hennessy-Fiske Contact Reporters 

  

Hurricane Maria, a dangerous Category 5 storm, reached the island of 

Dominica in the eastern Caribbean on Monday night with sustained winds 

of 160 mph, forecasters said. 

 

It was expected to deliver destructive waves, a storm surge of up to 9 feet, 

flooding and mudslides along a path that the National Hurricane 

Center said includes Guadeloupe, the Leeward Islands, the U.S. Virgin 

Islands and Puerto Rico. The storm was moving northwest at 9 mph 

Monday night as it struck Dominica, a nation of roughly 74,000 people 

located less than 400 miles southeast of Puerto Rico. Landfall there was 

expected as soon as late Tuesday. Puerto Rico Gov. Ricardo Rossello 

declared a state of emergency Monday, activated the National Guard and 

closed all schools. 

 

With several thousand users accessing patient files at more than 

30 different facilities, the IT team for Allentown, Pa.-based Good 

Shepherd Rehabilitation Network has a tall task when it comes to 

ensuring data privacy. 
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Hurricane Maria, which made landfall on the island of Dominica, is expected to deliver a storm surge of up to 9 feet. 

Landfall in Puerto Rico is expected as soon as late Tuesday. (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) 

"Our call is for people to evacuate areas that are prone to floods and 

landslides, in addition to vulnerable structures," he said in a statement. "We 

are informing citizens that it is time to seek refuge with a family member, 

friend, or move to a state shelter because rescuers will not go out and risk 

their lives once winds reach 50 miles per hour.” 

Public Security Secretary Héctor Pesquera was more blunt: “Flood-prone 

areas must be abandoned," he said. “If not, you will die." 

The Puerto Rico Housing Department said there are 450 emergency shelters 

available with space for 62,714 people. 

Residents in the capital of San Juan lined up with stranded tourists and 

evacuees from other Caribbean islands Monday to vie for hurricane staples in 

short supply: cases of water, flashlights and generators. 



In the historic seafront neighborhood of Old San Juan, workers boarded up 

windows and hotel managers tested emergency alert systems and warned 

guests that power and air conditioning would likely fail during the storm. 

“We’re just going to stay put,” said 35-year-old Teresa Trejo, who was visiting 

from Napa, Calif., with a friend and had been unable to find a flight out. “We’re 

told the hotel is well-versed in this sort of thing. I feel confident they have 

these contingency plans.” 

Their hotel, the Sheraton, had a backup generator and was well-stocked with 

food, a manager told them. 

Maria would be the second major hurricane to affect Puerto Rico in two 

weeks. Much of the island is still without power from Hurricane Irma, which 

passed nearby earlier this month. 

 

“The Government is in constant communication with the White House and 

federal agencies since before the passage of Hurricane Irma last week,” 

Carlos Mercader, the governor’s representative in Washington, said in a 

statement. 
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“We will continue to collaborate with our federal partners. We are preparing for 

a powerful hurricane that will put even more pressure on our infrastructure, 

already deeply affected by Hurricane Irma.” 

 
  

On Monday, President Trump approved an emergency declaration in the U.S. 

Virgin Islands in order to provide federal assistance in the aftermath of 

Hurricane Maria. 

It’s been an especially dangerous hurricane season this year. 

In August, Hurricane Harvey made landfall in Texas as a Category 4 storm, 

with winds reaching 110 mph. A few weeks later in September, Hurricane 

Irma made landfall in the Caribbean as a Category 5 storm, devastating 

Barbuda and St. Martin with winds reaching 185 mph. 
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Men board up buildings ahead of Hurricane Maria in Sainte-Anne on the French Caribbean island of Guadeloupe on 

Monday. (Dominique Chomereau-Lamotte / Associated Press) 

 

UPDATES: 

6:05 p.m. Hurricane Maria became a Category 5 storm and was soon 

expected to strike Dominica. 

3:05 p.m. Commints  from people in Puerto Rico and Dominica's prime  

This article was originally published at 7:25 a.m. 


