Asheville's sweltering summer is officially the hottest on record
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Cool, green Asheville was neither this summer as dry weather left grass tinged with brown and a string of 90-degree days pushed the area to an unwelcomed record.

Not a single day made it past 94 degrees, but unrelenting heat and unusually warm nights gave Asheville its hottest summer on record, the National Weather Service says.

Asheville’s cumulative temperature averages from June, July and August reached 75.4 degrees. The previous record, 75.1 degrees, was in 1952.

“It was the duration and the consistency of the heat that really put us over the top,” said Scott Stephens, a meteorologist with the National Climatic Data Center in Asheville.

Asheville’s hottest day this year, July 8, climbed to 94 degrees and temperatures remained at 90 degrees or more for 19 days straight, the weather service said.

But according to Stephens, the summer’s night temperatures were the real upset for heat records this year.

“Not only were the days hot but the night temperatures were strikingly warm,” Stephens said. “That’s something big to take into consideration when looking at these records.”

Despite the sweltering statistics, local landscaper Steve Ambrose, owner of Ambrose Landscapes in Asheville, said the heat has actually led to a bump in business.

“The higher temperatures have led to more violent rain and storms, contributing to a lot more erosion than usual,” Ambrose said. “My calls have definitely gone up for erosion control so the heat has actually been a big help for business.”

The violent rains may be exactly what area plants need to survive, Stephens said.

"We’re definitely going to need some help from tropical storm fronts,” he said. “They can obviously be very destructive but they’re also a really beneficial source of precipitation, and we need that right now.”

