AT DALE ENTERPRISE

Low Rainfall Marks
'63 Weather Story

The lowest rainfall in nearly
a third of a century dominated
the 1963 weather story as re-
corded by the 83-year old Dale
Enterpme weather station. The
21.33 inches of rain was the
least since 18:75 inches in the
?prevxous severe drought year of
P30, s
~Snow has been dominating the
=Weather story in the three pre-
‘vious years as the result of a
record and near-record falls.
'The 33 inches which fell in 1963
ihad to take last' place in the
. past four years and was little
unme than half of the record
' 64 inches in 1962.

2 Months Above Normal
There had to be two months
- with above normal rainfall in |

' the past year or the 1963 record |~
might have tumbled under that

of 1930. Heavy precipitation in
March and November provided
' the 2.58 inches to place the ’63
' total above ’30.
~ Only one Dale Enterprise sta-
tion record was set during the
- past year, the .03 inch for Oct-
' ober being the lowest for that

~month and second only to Dec-|

- ember 1896 which had no rain.
(Madison College and dther sta- |
tions in Rockingham “ceunty res
‘ported no rain in October with ||
one dry period extending for |
. 32 days).
. Other stations in the county:
' recorded some more rain than
' Dale Enterprise but the West

' Rockingham figures are the of-

‘ficial ones used by the U. S.
Weather Bureau.

N

One county'_

station, Naked Creek, north of |
Elkton, measured less rain than |
Dale Enterprise: 21 inches.

oyt

Driest Since 1941 3!

The previous driest year at
Dale Enterprise was 1941 when |
the rainfall was only 23.45 inch-1
es. Normal rainfall over the'r
rnorewthan four score years at .
the West Rockingham station is
36.22 Inches. But the average
for the ten preceding years—:
1962-53 was only 34.74 inches.
The average for the past 20
years is 35.57. FIEREY
In 1962, the rainfall was 297?‘3
inches, this being only one of |
nine of 83 years with less than |
30 inches of rain. 1

Last year, melted snow ac-|
_(Continued On Page 2 Col. 2)

September Rains
September: 2.64, least since |
,1.58 min 1950; normal 3.14; 6
}’days of rain, most .90 on 5th|
‘and 1.46 on 29th were the heav- |
|iest since March. \
| October: .03, a record; pre-
| vious low was .12 in 1945; nor-
‘mal 2.63; shower on 28th was |
' only rain in 32 days.

November: 3.76, most since
1 4.67 in 1952; normal 2.10; rain
ion 7 days;

'l .93 on 6th.

| December: 1.20, lowest since
.67 In 1960; normal 2.23: rain

1 on 4 days; 9% inches snow on

123rd produced .60 precipitation.
Rainfall in the previous ten

-+ yvears at Dale Enterprise ranged
,-me 29.77 in 1962 to 38.61 in
1955.

Snowfall in recent years:
1963—33; 1962—64; 1961—47; 1960
—51.25; 1959—10.50;  1958—39;
1957—21.25.

Low Ramfa/[ Mark
63 Weather Story

(Contmued From Page 1)

I'counted for 1.90 inches. The
" snowfall of 33 inches is about
‘double the normal fall at Dale
 Enterprise, but the total ranked
third in the past three yeras.
The 1962 fall of 64 inches set a
'Dale” Enterprise record. 1960
with 51% inches and 1961 with

1963, 1930 Rain

Here is a month-byv-month
record of rain.during the two
driest years on the 83-year rec-

mds of the Dale Enterprise

Weather stafion:

1963 1930
JHREETY .o 82 2.65
FEHITATY v enoyes s goe 5111
MEECT .. .o.o o0 D8 262
011 R 1.0%: 541119
T L S G 90  1.26
RHHHET oo . e 1.36% 3.93
JUIE . oL 1529 .08
Auggist .. .. .. 1.9 Sk
September ....... 2.64 591
Qgeber ........ tlaeeae Sl
November ....... 3.76 84
December ...... 1220 =284
Totals 2143301875

'47 inches hold places among the

ten big snow years at the
weather station. Average snow-

including 1963, was 43 inches.
More snow fell in the past five
years than during the preced-
ing ten years.

|

|
|

1.59 on 29th and fall of the the past me years, | 190g.

that 1963 weuldibe 73
year when 5.32 inches
fell in March, the most f
month since the flood ¥
1936. But only 8.85 mch
April through Sep
period when pré
most needed for V&
water supplies. Only ;
ber did as much ds on
of rain fall in a 24-hour
Downpours accompanying
der storms were mlssm
ing the summer. I
\Ionthly Summar:
Here is a month- by“
summary of 1963 -ainfal
January: .82 inch, leasj
1905; normal 2.16; rain
days, most for day 3(;
Snow: 2.25 inches. = : 3
February: 1.35 inche
1.84 normal; least smce
1959; rain 2 days; sno'W
inches
March: 5.32
since 6.06 in 1936;

1'9:

mches,
norma

{10 days of rain, 152 mc]

12th and 1.51 on 19th; s
inches.

April: 1.01, least since
of .67 set in 1942; norma

' rain on 6 days, most .37 o

May :
1941; normal
rain: most
flurries on

.90, least since
3.9%; TEd:
.09 o 17th.
May 1 first

June: 1.36, least sinc
in 1950; normal 3.79; 9 d
rain, most 40 on 31d

Julv 1.29, leas,t,smce

There was httle mdlcatlom .08 'in 1930: normal 4.57

For the four years,

1956-53, a total of only 43.75 in- |

ches fell with 17.50 in

being the

1954 |
biggest snow year.| -

L In 1950;

!

o

on 8 days; most .41 on
Augus’t: 1.65, least sinc
normal 4.31; r:

§ days: most .75 on



